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Mr. FLAKE and Mr. SCHAFFER
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to
‘‘nay.’’

Mr. TANCREDO changed his vote
from ‘‘present’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing rollcall votes No. 14 and 15 I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been here I would have
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 14 and ‘‘yea’’
on rollcall vote No. 15.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 14
and 15, I was unavoidably detained. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on
both votes.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I
was unable to attend the recorded votes
today, February 14, 2001. I was traveling with
President George W. Bush on his visit to my

district in West Virginia. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on both rollcall No. 14
and 15.

f

AFFECTING REPRESENTATION OF
MAJORITY AND MINORITY MEM-
BERSHIP OF SENATE MEMBERS
OF JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the Senate bill (S. 279)
affecting the representation of the ma-
jority and minority membership of the
Senate Members of the Joint Economic
Committee, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows:
S. 279

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That notwithstanding
any other provision of law, and specifically
section 5(a) of the Employment Act of 1946
(15 U.S.C. 1024(a)), the Members of the Senate
to be appointed by the President of the Sen-
ate shall for the duration of the One Hundred
Seventh Congress, for so long as the major-
ity party and the minority party have equal
representation in the Senate, be represented
by five Members of the majority party and
five Members of the minority party.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

f

PROVIDING FOR ADJOURNMENT
OF HOUSE FROM FEBRUARY 14,
2001, TO FEBRUARY 26, 2001, AND
RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT OF
SENATE FROM FEBRUARY 15,
2001, OR FEBRUARY 16, 2001, TO
FEBRUARY 26, 2001

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
privileged concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 32), and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:

H. CON. RES. 32

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Wednesday,
February 14, 2001, it stand adjourned until 2
p.m. on Monday, February 26, 2001, and that
when the House adjourns on Monday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2001, it stand adjourned until 12:30
p.m. on Tuesday, February 27, 2001, for morn-
ing-hour debate, or until noon on the second
day after Members are notified to reassemble
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first; and that when
the Senate recesses or adjourns at the close
of business on Thursday, February 15, 2001,
or Friday, February 16, 2001, on a motion of-
fered pursuant to this concurrent resolution
by its Majority Leader or his designee, it
stand recessed or adjourned until noon Mon-
day, February 26, 2001, or until such time on
that day as may be specified by its Majority

Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until noon on the second
day after Members are notified to reassemble
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House and the Minority Leader of the
Senate, shall notify the Members of the
House and the Senate, respectively, to reas-
semble whenever, in their opinion, the public
interest shall warrant it.

b 1300

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER, MA-
JORITY LEADER, AND MINORITY
LEADER TO ACCEPT RESIGNA-
TIONS AND MAKE APPOINT-
MENTS AUTHORIZED BY LAW OR
BY THE HOUSE, NOTWITH-
STANDING ADJOURNMENT OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing any adjournment of the House
until Monday, February 26, 2001, the
Speaker, majority leader, and minority
leader be authorized to accept resigna-
tions and to make appointments au-
thorized by law or by the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey?

There was no objection.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

INTERNATIONAL BASIC
EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Dakota (Mr. POM-
EROY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to inform my colleagues that I,
along with the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GREEN), will this afternoon
be briefly addressing the importance of
an issue we care passionately about:
children’s education, children’s basic
education, girls’ education, and our
U.S. international assistance dollars in
helping developing countries make
schools and educational opportunities
available.

Last Congress I had the privilege of
serving on the House Committee on
International Relations. From that po-
sition, I began to focus on identifying
which foreign aid dollars could actu-
ally make a lasting difference and
bring systemic changes in the areas
that we are trying to help.

Too often we are just late to the
crime scene. Whether it is famine, war,
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epidemic, we are just trying to pick up
after the catastrophe has already oc-
curred. We need to commit our scarce
foreign assistance dollars in ways that
help bring lasting improvements, build
better opportunities, and prevent these
cycles of tragedy.

As I researched the question, I be-
came convinced of the value of one de-
velopment investment in particular:
international basic education. I was in-
trigued to learn that educating chil-
dren, particularly making a special ef-
fort to get girls into schools, because
so often they are not allowed to par-
ticipate, yields a higher rate of return
than virtually any other effort we can
make in the international developing
world.

The data seemed almost too good to
be true. With increased education,
women live healthier lives. They marry
later, live longer, have fewer children,
and their children have vastly superior
survival rates. The data compiled by
the World Bank and other inter-
national organizations report that for
every year of education a little girl re-
ceives beyond grade four, there is a 10
percent reduction in family size, a 15
percent drop in child malnutrition, a 10
percent reduction in infant mortality,
and up to a 20 percent increase in
wages and microenterprise develop-
ment.

The statistics support what econo-
mists and development experts already
know: educating children, again espe-
cially girls, creates a powerful impact,
improving the lives of little children,
subsequently improving the lives of
their families, and improving the lives
resulting later in the villages and the
entire communities.

After hearing all this, I had a strong
desire to actually see some of these
schools, see our U.S. assistance dollars
in action; and so along with my col-
league, the gentleman from Green Bay,
Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN), we made a bi-
partisan effort sponsored by some of
the NGOs that are implementing these
assistance dollars to look firsthand to
see how this was working.

Our trip left me with a rock-solid
conviction that the data on girls edu-
cation is correct. In both Ghana and
Mali, our taxpayer dollars have made a
significant difference in the lives of
children and families. And even more
effectively than the dollars that are
used, we were struck by the deep com-
mitment in terms of USAID officials,
the professionals in the NGO commu-
nity implementing these programs, the
families and the personnel from the
countries making these little schools
run themselves. This is driving sys-
temic change in these areas.

We visited many classrooms, spoke
to parents and community leaders and
learned firsthand of the changes being
made. This picture reflects a meeting
with parents we had in a very small
rural village. This individual, the vil-
lage hunter, the one responsible for
bagging the game to feed the village,
told us that with the children even get-

ting basic primary education, the cot-
ton traders buying their products can
no longer cheat them by the scales.
They use the children to make certain
they get a fair deal. Time and time
again we heard of this kind of change.

We heard from parents that now chil-
dren can help them find when they are
buying medicine that has already got
expiration dates; they will help them
watch for expiration dates on foods and
help them write letters; that schools
are a safe place for them to be. They no
longer have to worry about the chil-
dren when they go to market.

We heard from the village chief and
president of a parents’ association tell
us that educating a little girl is like
lighting a dark room. He said that
their school is giving priority to girls’
participation in enrollment, making a
difference for the first time in bringing
girls into primary education and the
opportunities that flow from that. The
parents told us that once the girls
learn to read and write they teach oth-
ers in the family and they become bet-
ter mothers. Even in a young teen-
ager’s years, they are doing it.

I just want to, in closing, show you
one of the little girls participating in
one of the schools that we observed.
This little girl wants to be a doctor and
help others in her community. Her
chances without our assistance dollars
would be a million to one. But with our
assistance dollars, this dream is pos-
sible.

We need to continue our commitment
in this area, and I am very pleased to
work with the gentleman from Wis-
consin and others in a bipartisan effort
to continue to support this work.

f

U.S. DOLLARS ARE WORKING IN
INTERNATIONAL BASIC EDU-
CATION PROGRAMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, what I want to do is to build a little
bit on some of the comments that we
have just heard from my companion
and good friend, the gentleman from
North Dakota (Mr. POMEROY).

We did travel together for 7 days in
Ghana and Mali and did see some very
good things and got some great news
from a continent that, quite honestly,
has seen less of good news and more of
sobering news in recent months and
years. The purpose of our brief time
there was to measure education reform
in general in those countries, but also,
more importantly, to deal with the
issues my good friend has pointed to of
the role of girls’ education in those
countries and the pace of reform in
that area.

We looked at a project called SAGE,
Strategies for Advancing Girls Edu-
cation, as it was being implemented in
those two countries. That is a partner-
ship involving USAID dollars and the
expertise of the Academy for Edu-

cational Development and some won-
derful other NGOs in the area and, of
course, local leaders.

Now, I am quick to admit to my col-
leagues, as I was to my traveling com-
panions, that I am a skeptic in this
area. Twelve years ago, my wife, Sue,
and I taught high school in east Africa,
and we were very much aware of the in-
stitutional and cultural barriers that
exist, particularly in the developing
world, barriers which all too often pre-
vent girls from going to school and fin-
ishing their education. I readily admit
today that I came out a true believer,
a great believer in the progress that
our dollars are making in those coun-
tries.

There are so many heroes that the
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
POMEROY) and I can point to in these
educational reforms. Of course, the
local leaders and the parents’ groups,
who have to embrace these reforms in
order for them to have a chance. Also
wonderful organizations like Save the
Children and OXfam. But in the brief
time that I have, I would like to focus
in particular on one program, a pro-
gram involving USAID dollars and the
Academy for Educational Development
and something called the Life Skills
Curriculum in the country of Mali.

Through this wonderful program,
educators are able to weave throughout
their curriculum valuable life skills,
especially in the area of preventable
health. My colleague and I watched
with great interest as teachers would
use lessons on, for example, how to pre-
vent dysentery as part of their instruc-
tion on grammar so that these lessons
truly were a part of the curriculum at
every stage and at every level.

As I said, I was a skeptic. Those of us
who have taught in the developing
world are often struck by how irrele-
vant our lessons can often be, espe-
cially in countries that have an edu-
cation system which is a holdover from
a colonial power. Where I taught, we
had the old English system, the
English style, rote learning. But what
we are seeing in countries like Mali is
a new style of education, a new style
that involves practical lessons day in
and day out, and involves students
talking to each other and building
upon their own experience.

My colleagues can see to my left here
a picture. This shows a young lady in
Ghana. What she is using, because of
the shortage of paper, she is using a lit-
tle chalkboard, a little slate board to
help her get through her lessons. That
shows some of the material disadvan-
tages that these students often have.

My next chart shows something
which may appear very reasonable and
normal and everyday to those of us in
the West but is a quite remarkable
characteristic of reform in education
in Mali and Ghana, and that is having
breakout groups, where students are no
longer stuck in that old rote-learning
pattern that is a holdover from the co-
lonial days. Instead, they talk about
lessons in a very real way, and they
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